Level Up Melbourne

About Variety
· Variety – the Children’s Charity was started by entertainers in 1928 when they found an abandoned baby in a theatre
· The entertainers help events to raise money to help the child and eventually began helping other kids in need, more entertainers around the world got involved and Variety was born
· Variety has now helped millions of kids around the world with tangible equipment and programs that change the lives of kids living with illness, disadvantage and disability
· Some of the items we provide include assistance dogs, wheelchairs, tech and software, standing frames, wigs for kids living with illness and programs like Variety SHINE
About Variety SHINE
[bookmark: _Hlk80704523]Variety - the Children's Charity provides life changing equipment and programs to support kids in need, programs like SHINE! Our Variety SHINE Programs are educational initiatives that ensure all kids have the opportunity to overcome language and learning challenges so they can keep up with their mates in the classroom. For many children who participate, Variety SHINE is where they receive their first diagnosis for a range of language and learning disabilities. The identification of these challenges, and the recommendations and intervention resources provided to their families and educators, have a profound outcome on a child’s learning and development after the program ends. These unique programs give children in need access to a multi-disciplinary team of allied health professionals at no cost to their families. Intervention is embedded in fun and interactive activities and games to keep children engaged. Variety SHINE provides assessments, intensive intervention and support for children in need.

HOW DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

· $26 covers art materials for a child attending the program. The art program develops motor skills and expands a child’s imagination, creativity and ability to express themselves

· $53 purchases computer software for a child to use at the program and beyond to develop their literacy and narrative skills so they can communicate with their classmates, teachers and family.


· $118 covers therapy materials including games, specialist equipment and resources to reduce anxiety and develop social skills allowing a child to join in at school and beyond

· $515 pays for an assessment of speech, language and literacy skills so together family, teachers and therapists can plan a bright future for a child facing learning difficulties.
